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The ALRID News… 

ALRID...The Interpreter’s Source for Success! 

It’s official! Cayla Lackey 
announced last week that 
Melvin Walker has joined the 
Talladega ADRS Office as 
their Counselor for the Deaf 
started on November 1st. 
The ADRS DHHS update 
asked Melvin to tell us about 
his work history and about 
his new position; here’s what 
he had to share with us: “I've 
been with ADRS since March 
of 2003. I began as the Deaf 
Support Specialist in the 
Huntsville office. After only a 
few months I realized that I 
wanted to become a Coun-
selor for the Deaf. I had a 
high school diploma and one 
national certification as an 
Interpreter for the Deaf. My 
wife and I decided that I 
would register for some 
classes at the local commu-
nity college starting in Janu-
ary of 2004 to work towards 
my degree. I took two classes 
that first semester as I wasn't 
sure what I was getting my-
self into. In the meantime I 

Here it is the first week of 
November and before you 
know it the Holidays will be 
here!  The weather is chang-
ing and for me I’m happy to 
feel that cold air in the morn-
ing.  There hasn’t been much 
going on with ALRID over the 
past few months.  For the 
most part it’s been because 
of me.  I had three bulging 
disc in my neck around the 
middle of September.  I had 
to have surgery to replace 
two of the disc and had a 
plate and six screws in-

stalled.  I didn’t realize how 
long it would take me to 
actually recover from the 
surgery and ended up taking 
it really easy for a little over a 

month. 

The ALRID Board will be 
working to establish some 
meeting dates for the next 
year and will publish those 
on the website soon.  Also, 
we would love to hear from 
you as to what kind of work-
shops or activities you would 
like to see ALRID sponsor for 
2011.  Our conference year 

is always great, as many of 
us are able to come together 
and enjoy one another’s 
company.  I would love to see 
us do something (on a 
smaller scale) during our off 
years.  Feel free to email any 
Board member with your 
suggestions and if you would 
like to volunteer to work on 
something please let us 

know that as well. 

I wish you and all of your 
loved ones a wonderful and 

safe holiday season! 

President’s Message 

earned two additional certifi-
cations as an Interpreter for 
the Deaf. In April of 2004 our 
staff interpreter, Judi Labath, 
left and I applied for and 
became the Staff Interpreter 
for our unit. I am certified 
through the RID with the 
Certificate of Interpretation 
and Certificate of Translitera-
tion and through the NAD 
with a Master Interpreter 

certification. 

“My goal was to finish school 
and take Mary Ann Hick-
man's caseload in Huntsville. 
Well, it came time for Mary 
Ann to retire and I was no 
where near being done with 
school; that opportunity 

came and went. 

The funny thing is looking 
back, that position would not 
have been the best choice 
for me. I grew up in the 
Huntsville Deaf community 
and it would have been diffi-
cult to establish healthy 
boundaries for a Coun-

Congratulations to Melvin Walker 
selor/Consumer relationship. 

“Fast forwarding to today, I 
have a Bachelors degree in 
Psychology and I completed 
my Masters Degree in Reha-
bilitation Counseling at Au-
burn University (Roll Tide) in 
May of 2010. Once I gradu-
ated I received my results 
from the CRCC that I had 
passed so I'm also a Certified 
Rehabilitation Counselor. I'll 
begin on November 1st as 
the Counselor in Talladega. I 
look forward to the chal-
lenges and opportunities that 
this new position will provide 
me with. For now, my wife 
and kids will remain in Madi-

son allowing the girls the 

opportunity to finish out the 
school year at their respec-
tive schools. I'll be commut-

ing a lot until next summer 

but once I have my family 
moved and we're all settled 
in these next few months will 

have been well worth it.” 

President Melvin WalkerPresident Melvin WalkerPresident Melvin WalkerPresident Melvin Walker    
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being at Lakeshore for four 

and a half 

years, Alice says that it 

was a tough decision. 

“ADRS Lakeshore was my 

first real job and I learned 

and grew a lot profession-

ally while there. I guess the 

timing was right for me to 

transfer to Talladega be-

cause everything fell into 

place. Interpreting and the 

Deaf Community is where 

my passion lies and I knew 

that transferring to Talla-

dega would allow me to 

grow professionally in the 

interpreting field and get 

more involved in the Deaf 

community." As an Inter-

preter II, Alice is still 

learning about her new 

roles and responsibilities, 

but knows primarily these 

Also on October 1st, Alice 

Moss moved from her 

position at Lakeshore to 

being the Interpreter II for 

the ADRS Talladega of-

fice. Although Alice was a 

staff interpreter at the 

Lakeshore office, she also 

did all the intake inter-

views for the deaf and hard 

of hearing consumers and 

was responsible for sched-

uling/coordinating feed-

back meetings and voca-

tional evaluation dates for 

the two evaluators she 

worked with as well. When 

Alice was awarded Na-

tional Interpreter Certifica-

tion (NIC), the opportunity 

to move into the Interpreter 

II position opened up. 

When asked about the 

reason she decided to take 

on the new job duties after 

Congratulations to Alice Moss 
will involve interpreting 

for ADRS’ clients and staff 

in a variety of settings; 

teaching sign language 

classes to staff and em-

ployers are also on the 

horizon. 

For anyone who hasn’t 

heard the news, Alice be-

came Mrs. Michael Moss 

in May of this year. 

She and her husband have 

their home in Moody. 

Alice will celebrate her 5th 

year with ADRS in Janu-

ary. We who have watched 

this interpreter “grow pro-

fessionally in the interpret-

ing field” to this point look 

forward to seeing her blos-

som into an even stronger 

interpreter within the 

ADRS family. 

Alice Moss, Talladega InterpreterAlice Moss, Talladega InterpreterAlice Moss, Talladega InterpreterAlice Moss, Talladega Interpreter    



 

SERID 2011SERID 2011SERID 2011SERID 2011    
October 15 October 15 October 15 October 15 ---- 19 19 19 19    
Montgomery, Montgomery, Montgomery, Montgomery, 

ALALALAL    
Renaissance Renaissance Renaissance Renaissance 
Montgomery Montgomery Montgomery Montgomery     
Hotel & SpaHotel & SpaHotel & SpaHotel & Spa    
Convention Convention Convention Convention     
Center Center Center Center     

Louisville, KY was a great host city for the 

SERID 2010! The Alabama gang was repre-

sented well by AIDB, DMH, ADRS, Troy 

University and Dee Johnston who was there 

as a freelance interpreter. Cindy Camp, Tonya 

Nelson, Sam Feibelman, and Kristine Carroll 

gave presentations there and did a wonderful 

job. Of course, everyone at SERID was look-

ing forward to coming to Montgomery, AL in 

2011. Kentucky had 253 people register for 

the conference. 
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Terry & Angel Dahlgren’s Kids Christmas Lists:Terry & Angel Dahlgren’s Kids Christmas Lists:Terry & Angel Dahlgren’s Kids Christmas Lists:Terry & Angel Dahlgren’s Kids Christmas Lists:    
 

They had…. For Talon:For Talon:For Talon:For Talon:    
 

Bakugan Megatroid 
 

Snuggie for kids 
 

More time with his family 

For Tori:For Tori:For Tori:For Tori:    
 

Lalaloopsy doll 

 

New bike 

 

To be DEAF 
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ADVERTISING!ADVERTISING!ADVERTISING!ADVERTISING!    

ALRID does not necessarily endorse or support any prod-
ucts or businesses whose advertisements appear in the 
ALRID Newsletter. The ALRID Board makes the final deci-

sion on which ads to publish.         

                                

ADVERTISING RATES:                                                      
    FullFullFullFull----page ad:page ad:page ad:page ad:        $20.00             $20.00             $20.00             $20.00                     
    HalfHalfHalfHalf----page ad:page ad:page ad:page ad:        $10.00            $10.00            $10.00            $10.00                    
    Quarter page ad:Quarter page ad:Quarter page ad:Quarter page ad:        $5.00               $5.00               $5.00               $5.00                       
    Business card ad:Business card ad:Business card ad:Business card ad:        $2.50$2.50$2.50$2.50    
    
Email print-ready ad to:                                                                                                   

Amelia.England@rehab.alabama.govAmelia.England@rehab.alabama.govAmelia.England@rehab.alabama.govAmelia.England@rehab.alabama.gov    

Send appropriate fee to:                                                                                  
    Sue Graham, ViceSue Graham, ViceSue Graham, ViceSue Graham, Vice----President                           President                           President                           President                                                                                                                                           
    The ALRID NEWS                                                                               The ALRID NEWS                                                                               The ALRID NEWS                                                                               The ALRID NEWS                                                                               
    3867 Coaling Road                             3867 Coaling Road                             3867 Coaling Road                             3867 Coaling Road                                                                                                     
    Sylacauga, AL  35151                                                                 Sylacauga, AL  35151                                                                 Sylacauga, AL  35151                                                                 Sylacauga, AL  35151                                                                 
    Home: Home: Home: Home: 256.369.1057                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
    Cell: Cell: Cell: Cell: 276.708.5885                                                           

 Email: Email: Email: Email: msueg13@charter.net      
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Editor: Editor: Editor: Editor: Amelia J. England    

Videophone: Videophone: Videophone: Videophone: (205) 210-4067                                             

Email:  Email:  Email:  Email:  Amelia.England@rehab.alabama.gov 

    

Volume 10 Publication Dates:Volume 10 Publication Dates:Volume 10 Publication Dates:Volume 10 Publication Dates:    

    

Issue 1: JUL/AUG Submissions Deadline: JUL 15Issue 1: JUL/AUG Submissions Deadline: JUL 15Issue 1: JUL/AUG Submissions Deadline: JUL 15Issue 1: JUL/AUG Submissions Deadline: JUL 15    

Issue 2: SEP/OCT Submissions Deadline: SEP 15Issue 2: SEP/OCT Submissions Deadline: SEP 15Issue 2: SEP/OCT Submissions Deadline: SEP 15Issue 2: SEP/OCT Submissions Deadline: SEP 15    

Issue 3: NOV/DEC Submissions Deadline: NOV 15Issue 3: NOV/DEC Submissions Deadline: NOV 15Issue 3: NOV/DEC Submissions Deadline: NOV 15Issue 3: NOV/DEC Submissions Deadline: NOV 15    

Issue 4: JAN/FEB Submissions Deadline: JAN 15Issue 4: JAN/FEB Submissions Deadline: JAN 15Issue 4: JAN/FEB Submissions Deadline: JAN 15Issue 4: JAN/FEB Submissions Deadline: JAN 15    

Issue 5: MAR/APR Submissions Deadline: MAR 15Issue 5: MAR/APR Submissions Deadline: MAR 15Issue 5: MAR/APR Submissions Deadline: MAR 15Issue 5: MAR/APR Submissions Deadline: MAR 15    

Issue 6: MAY/JUN Submissions Deadline: MAY 15Issue 6: MAY/JUN Submissions Deadline: MAY 15Issue 6: MAY/JUN Submissions Deadline: MAY 15Issue 6: MAY/JUN Submissions Deadline: MAY 15    

Editor, The ALRID News 
% Amelia J. England, ADRS 
1305 James I. Harrison Jr. Pkwy East 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405 

Video Phone: 205-210-4067 
Fax: 205-554-1369 
E-mail: Amelia.england@rehab.alabama.gov 

We’re on the web!We’re on the web!We’re on the web!We’re on the web!    

www.alrid.orgwww.alrid.orgwww.alrid.orgwww.alrid.org    


