
brainstorming sessions re-

lated to legal interpreting 

will continue.  There will be 

opportunities for member-

ship input and no changes 

will be made without giving 

sufficient notice to allow 

interpreters time to meet any 

new requirements.  The goal 

here isn’t to exclude anyone 

from working but instead to 

give those working more 

tools to be better qualified 

while working. 

In other news the ALRID 

Board is near completion on 

revising the Bylaws and will 

have a Board work session to 

tackle the PPM.  Our goal is 

to have one day membership 

training later in the year 

where this information will 

be presented for approval.  If 

you have ideas of what type 

of training you would like to 

see provided by ALRID, at 

the state level, please feel 

free to contact me. 

Lastly, please consider at-

tending the AAD conference 

this coming June.  It will be 

the 100th anniversary celebra-

tion and there are lots of 

great things planned for this 

conference.  One of my fa-

vorite quotes from Mama 

Lou was “Get With the 

Deaf!”  I truly believe this 

and encourage you all to do 

just that by attending the 

AAD Conference. 

 

Happy Spring, 

Melvin 

Spring is almost here and the 

weather seems to finally be 

warming up.  I apologize for 

this late addition of the AL-

RID News.  Our editor, 

Amelia England, gave me a 

deadline and once again I’m 

about a week late in getting 

her the President’s report.  

We have been steadily work-

ing towards some kind of 

revision to the ALRID re-

quirements to be on the court 

approved list.  I know there 

have been lots of speculation 

about what the intent is for 

doing this so let me try to 

explain my intent.  I’m one 

of those old interpreters who 

graduated from the school of 

hard knocks.  I can remem-

ber my first time in a court 

room feeling inadequate and 

out of place.  For me, like 

many of you, it wasn’t the 

first time I had felt this way 

as this is how we learned 

back then.  It’s great to see 

our profession evolve to the 

point where the emphasis is 

put on “training” interpreters 

instead of feeding them to 

the fire.  I was approached by 

David Sawyer back in the 

Fall of 2010 and asked about 

doing some training with 

ASL interpreters in relation-

ship to legal interpreting. 

I saw this as a great opportu-

nity to train those who work 

in the legal field to be more 

qualified.  I’ve been subpoe-

naed to court because I 

turned down an interpreting 

assignment and that was the 

judge’s way of “gently” re-

minding me that I would be 

there to interpret.  Did I have 

the right to refuse?  I wasn’t 

sure because I had no train-

ing.  When I was told what 

the rate for legal interpreters 

was I put my name on 

the list.  This isn’t how 

we need to do business 

and was why I asked 

Dr. Laurel Standley to 

represent ALRID in a 

meeting with David 

Sawyer to begin the process 

of developing training to 

qualify interpreters wanting 

to work in the legal setting 

who do not have a Legal 

Certificate from RID. 

We are not developing land-

mark training here.  We are 

simply providing training to 

ASL interpreters that are 

already mandatory for for-

eign language interpreters.  

The Administrative Office of 

Courts (AOC) does not have 

the statutory authority to 

require this training to ASL 

interpreters but ALRID de-

velops the list and decided it 

would be in the best interest 

of the interpreter to require 

this “orientation” class along 

with a certain amount of 

training hours annually. 

The class was developed and 

a date was determined.  You 

all received an email from 

me stating that the class has 

been cancelled.  This was 

due to some perceived con-

flicts and communication 

issues.  The Webster’s online 

dictionary states one of the 

definitions for communica-

tion as “a process by which 

information is exchanged 

between individuals through 

a common system of sym-

bols, signs, or behavior.”  

I’ve learned from the na-

tional level to the local level 

that although we are the ex-

perts at facilitating communi-

cation we are horrible com-

municators. 

The class along with more 

President’s Message 

President Melvin Walker 
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and had a wonderful 

informative presenta-

tion on educational in-

terpreting.  The partici-

pants joined in and 

asked many questions 

and had a lot of discus-

sion concerning inter-

preting in an educa-

tional setting. The Tus-

caloosa Registry of In-

terpreters for the Deaf 

Recently on January 

22nd, the Tuscaloosa 

Registry of Interpreters 

for the Deaf had a 

workshop with 32 par-

ticipants. The work-

shop was called 

“Classroom Interpret-

ing:  Resources, tips 

and discussions, Oh 

my!”  Belinda Montgom-

ery was the presenter 

appreciates Belinda 

coming to Tuscaloosa 

and presenting this 

workshop. 

Classroom Interpreting: Resources, tips and discussion, Oh my! 

Submitted by Susan Gordon 

Tuscaloosa county, we 

would love for you to 

come join our Tuscaloosa 

RID group, we have a 

great group of people who 

provides mutual support 

in the community.   

Tuscaloosa RID had a 

wonderful workshop on 

January 22nd at Alabama 

Department of Rehabilita-

tion Services in Tusca-

loosa on 1305 James I. 

Harrison Jr. Pkwy East, 

Belinda Montgomery did 

an awesome job at pre-

senting "Classroom Inter-

preting: Resources, tips 

and discussion, Oh 

my!".  We learned so many 

resources and tips in the 

classroom interpreting. 

We thanked Belinda for 

taking the time to present 

her workshop for us. It 

was a great turn out and 

we hope to have many 

more in the future.  For 

those of you who lives in 

Classroom Interpreting: Resources, tips and discussion, Oh my!  

Submitted by Teresa Mello 

change depending on the age 

level of the child, and inter-

preter and teacher rapport 

and how to work together for 

the common goal of the child 

in the classroom. Belinda’s 

laid back personality set a 

tone for the workshop that 

allowed for open discussion 

between the participants. It 

provided a wealth of informa-

tion to participants regarding 

“best practices” for educa-

tional interpreters as well as 

many resources on the topic 

of educational interpreting. 

The participants were a great 

networking group as well and 

had many shared resources 

among the group. The TRID 

and the presenter were very 

pleased to see the participa-

tion of teachers and school 

administrators whom valued 

their perspective and insight 

into working with interpreters 

in their classroom. Comments 

from participants at the close 

of the workshop were very 

positive and complimentary 

of the presenter. From the 

large turnout of participants, 

it shows how important this 

topic is and hopefully will 

lead to educational interpret-

ers and school systems to 

seek further trainings around 

this topic. 

Classroom Interpreting: Resources, tips and discussion, Oh my!   

Submitted by Sereta Campbell 

On January 22nd, the TRID 

hosted this workshop which 

drew in participants from 

surrounding states as well as 

across the state of Alabama.  

Presenter Belinda Montgom-

ery arrived to a packed room 

of interpreters, many of 

whom were educational inter-

preters, teachers and school 

administrators. Points of dis-

cussion during the workshop 

included the EIPA and qualifi-

cations for educational inter-

preters, interpreting and lan-

guage and the effects of de-

layed language on learning in 

children, the differing roles 

of the educational interpreter 

and how those roles may 
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Classroom Interpreting: 

Resources, tips and  

discussion, Oh my!  

Presented by  

Belinda Montgomery 

“We have a 

great group of 

people who 

provides mutual 

support in the 

community.” 

For more  

information, check 

out this website: 

www.classroominter

preting.org/EIPA/

index.asp 
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SERID 2011 

October 15 - 19 

Montgomery, 

Alabama 

Renaissance 

Montgomery  

Hotel & Spa 

Convention  

Center  
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